Words from our Headteacher

15th July | Summer Term 2020

This newsletter finds us at the end of another academic year. What
a year it has been!! Back in September, I am certain that none of us
could have predicted what lay in store . Yet through all the
challenges that have been thrown our way, WPS has come through
it stronger than ever - a true testament to the wonderful team that
staff, pupils and parents have built together.
I would like to say an enormous thankyou to everyone involved in
our school community:
Firstly, the amazing staff who I feel so honoured to work with every
day - they have truly gone ‘the extra mile’ this year!
Then the parents for their continued support of the school,
especially over the last few months. They have done a fantastic job
in working with us to provide the children with the best possible
‘lockdown’ experience in extremely difficult times.
Finally, the amazing pupils of WPS! They have shown true resilience
this year and, above all, kept smiling through. They are an absolute
credit to the school, their parents and themselves.
This is also a time of year when we have to say some goodbyes. We
would all like to wish the children, staff and parents who are
moving on from WPS the very best of luck for the future. Please
keep in touch and let us know how you are getting on.
Finally, I would like to wish everybody a really happy and restful
Summer holiday. Whether you are going away or staying at home, I
hope that you have a wonderful few weeks when hopefully the sun
will shine on us.
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Mrs Sarah Buist
B.Ed (Hons)

NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
It was so lovely to see the children back in school after such a long break. We have been so proud of how
they have coped and adapted to their new environment in spite of the restrictions - it has not stopped
them having lots of fun.
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CLASS 1
It has been another eventful and exciting term in Class 1. We have learnt interesting and fascinating things
about nature and animals living in different habitats. We made the most of our wonderful outdoor area. We
planted and looked after flowers, harvested red currants, made ‘delicious’ soups, tasted different plants and
learnt interesting facts about our beautiful nature.

Class 1 Master Chefs

Saving the water lilies and cleaning
our pond.
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Sparkle, the angelfish with arms, legs and nose – story written by Class 1 (story innovation based on the story
Harry the Fish with Fingers).
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Treasure hunt / Orienteering on WPS fields

Having fun in our Early Years Garden
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CLASS 2
During lockdown, I was amazed at how resourceful and imaginative Class 2 could be. This special time gave
everybody a chance to follow the topics in their own personal way, with some spectacular results.
The topics have proved a wonderful catalyst for observing, designing, making, researching and questioning.

Rock Pools
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VE DAY FOR CLASS 2
The VE Day celebrations reminded us that times may be tough but by helping each other and looking for the
good in everything we will come through and see each other again.

BACK TO SCHOOL
The children were thrilled to come back to school and see their friends. They have adapted to the new
classroom ‘bubble’ and rules well. It has been lovely to see them talking and playing together again. Each child
has a tray filled with Lego, animals and paper which they enjoy building with and playing imaginative games. It
has brought them closer together and everyone is still keen to complete the 30 Lego Challenges, and for me to
tick them off on the chart!
We have kept the Housepoint Chart going, and everyone has been completing their work to earn a special star
at the end of their line.
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CLASS 3
It’s unbelievable how quickly the year has sped past. It seems only yesterday that we were practising for
the Christmas Play and now it’s the Summer Holidays. The Spring and Summer Terms have certainly
brought their own unique challenges this year and Class 3 (and their supportive parents) have risen to the
challenge yet again.
Thanks to the wonders of technology Class 3 managed to measure everything in the cupboards, cook
some delicious cookies and compare weight and measure. They revisited their written addition and
subtraction and learnt to look for the relevant numbers in written problems.
Reading Eggs was enjoyed by all and the craze for collecting eggs began. The creative writing challenged
everyone but produced some super pieces of writing.

My Co
lour P
oem

by An
nabel
le
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The topic themes for home learning captured everyone’s interest……..
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CLASS 3 CONTINUED
Back to School!
Since returning to school we have been making tally charts, pictograms, bar charts, Venn diagrams and
Carroll diagrams. We’ve sorted and displayed everything!
Did you know that Goldilocks and the Three Little Pigs wrote a diary?
Zoom gymnastics is fun BUT exhausting!
Topic work continues and the 3rd planet from the sun starred in all our paintings.
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LANGUAGES
Language learning has continued across the school despite lockdown. The children adapted marvellously to the
online world. In the first half of the Summer Term, Infants learnt songs about days of the week, months and
seasons and completed online games and crosswords. The Juniors enjoyed a virtual tour to France by earning
travel miles through physical activities they undertook at home. Stopping off a different French city each week,
the children experienced linguistic and cultural aspects of French life simultaneously.
Juniors were also offered the chance to enhance language learning through online tools like Duolingo. Many
chose languages such as Italian and Spanish and took full advantage of 24/7 Internet access! Some children also
participated in the Junior French Challenge Awards. This was a valuable opportunity for them to work
independently on all aspects of their French learning, submitting work from a variety of categories covering the
four disciplines of listening, reading, speaking and writing as well as cultural learning. The standard of work
submitted by those who participated was high.
Congratulations to the following students:
James Williams, Class 5 - Silver Award
Liam Hamilton-Patterson, Class 5 – Bronze Award
Freddie Millard, Class 6 – Highly Commended
Rana Sonday, Class 6 – Highly Commended
These students are invited to collect their certificates and prizes from me in September.
With additional lesson time on zoom, the second half of the Summer Term enabled all classes to build on their
spoken and listening skills. The Infants and Lower Juniors learnt how to express opinion with fruits which
culminating in some fabulous creative work combining spoken and spoken and written work for the Lower
Juniors.

Concertina Fruits
Daniel – Class 3
Concertina Book – J’aime les fruits
James – Class 5
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LANGUAGES CONTINUED

The Upper Juniors have been equally busy.
They became ‘les marchands des glaces’ – ice
cream sellers - and learnt to express opinion
with ice cream, before making and staging their
own ice cream parlours and role playing a short
conversation.

Concertina Ice Cream Book

More recently, they learnt the names of the
planets in the Solar System and wrote their
own mini-books describing each of the planets
using their knowledge of adjectives.

Freya – Class 7

Le Système Solaire
Harry – Class 7
Madame Fairchild
French Teacher
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CLASS 4
Wow! We have made it to the end of Summer term!!
I am extremely proud of Class 4! They have exceeded all expectations in adapting to online learning this Summer
term, showing lots of effort, resilience and submitting some absolutely amazing pieces of work.
The children have learnt about so many different topics. In maths we have covered subjects such as
co-ordinates, place value, metric measurements, angles, parallels, horizontal and vertical lines and a dance to go
with it, clocks, shapes and money calculations to name a few.
In English the children have learnt to write different types of poems,
created posters on saving the planet on world ocean day, learnt about
collective nouns, written persuasive letters and points of view and have
improved their use of spelling and grammar as well as demonstrating
incredible imagination along the way.

They have also been learning about Charles Darwin and the Galapagos Islands and created some
fabulous artwork of the animals he discovered on the islands. The children have drawn some
amazing pictures of the types of birds which may be found on the islands.

Continuing with the international theme, they have been learning about
different countries made some very creative models of their favourite
landmarks such as Mount Kilimanjaro, The Statue of Liberty and
Stonehenge as well as making food such as Turkish Feta.
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CLASS 4 CONTINUED
Class 4 have also put the Pixelart tool to good use and produced some fantastic pictures inspired by the Dutch
painter Mondrian.

Class 4 embraced the Victorian Revolution project and were really interested in the clothes the children used
to wear; inventions such as George Stevenson’s Steam Rocket; the bathing machine at Victorian seaside
places such as Brighton; foods the Victorians used to make or cook such as Victoria sponge or haddock in milk
and the Crimean War heroine Nurse Florence Nightingale.

The children celebrated World Ocean Day with some amazing designs and pictures explaining why the
planet should be protected and demonstrated how recycling products can be used in a resourceful way

Class 4 have been amazing this year stepping up
into the Juniors, we would like to wish you all a
well-deserved summer break, and very much look
forward seeing you in Autumn 2020 term.
Mrs Andrea Shepherd and Mrs Jackie Williams
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CLASS 5
I have been super-impressed with how well Class 5 have adapted to remote learning. They have taken full
advantage of the freedom that learning from home has to offer and really honed their ICT skills and
maximised on 24/7 Internet access.
We have enjoyed lively Zoom sessions with sensible managing of mute buttons and video screens
interspersed with the opportunity to share work and discuss show and tell on a never-before-seen scale!

Liam
Mr and Mrs Daffy Nesting Ducks

Euan
3D Robot

(Show and Tell from Liam’s garden)

With homes now at the centre of our learning, we adapted
our Maths learning with a new set of resources. We found
Lego, toy Dinosaurs and marbles to draw and create graphs
in data handling. We sized up the area and perimeter of our
bedrooms and gardens and weighed and measured volume
and capacity in the kitchen – whilst also being able to eat the
fruits of our labour! We used our time to try out new maths
websites and were rather successful in our efforts.
In English, we travelled to the exotic world of Rudyard Kipling and explored the language and structures of
his Just So Stories. Thanks to Zoom, I was able to share an original copy of a book which has been passed
down through my family and the children were able to enjoy the illustrations first-hand. Then, we
explored Zoos and learnt to debate for and against a cause before learning how to plan these ideas into a
structured piece of persuasive writing
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CLASS 6 & 7 (IN SCHOOL)
I have never been so proud of a class than today’s Class 7! They have faced the recent challenges with smiles
on their faces and have quickly adapted to the new way of learning. They developed their independent
learning skills and continued their learning while being at home. Those who came back to school, soon
adapted to the many changes put in place and their learning was able to continue.
We embraced the outdoor space, and had great fun filming some of the Peter Pan scenes for the movie. Class
7s creativity began to flow as they took on the role of directors as well as actors! Class 6 were also able to join
us once they came back to school.

We also embraced the Explorers theme creating mini rockets which flew over 8 metres!
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CLASS 6 & 7 CONTINUED
The children might not have had the opportunity of a residential this year but we made the most of the last
few days together as a class. Class 6 & 7 created clay sculptures, enjoyed lots of messy painting, played with
Jason the skeleton, had a giant game of hide and seek in school and had a fantastic water fight! Mr Clark
even joined them in the last few days for drama games.

CLASS 6 & 7 ZOOMING
Our ‘Zoomers’ have been scientists, explorers, astronauts and conservationists during their topic work. There
has been so much discovery and creativity happening as well as poetry performing and mastery at
Mathletics. It may have been really challenging for those children that have been unable to return to school
since it opened, however they have been so positive on our zoom calls and have continued to work hard and
complete the work that has been set.
There has also been much excitement and hilarity with Peter Pan video shoots from home with den building,
tree climbing and speaking lines to an imaginary audience! We know that Mr Clark will work his wonders and
put all the clips together to create something spectacular and can’t wait to watch the show.
Class 6 and 7 ‘Zoomers’ have been able to join the rest of their class in school for Music and Drama lessons
as well as a social ‘zoom time’ one afternoon a week. It has help to keep them connected with their friends
which helps to support their mental health too.
I would like to say a huge thank you to all parents for assisting their children’s learning and access on the
different ‘platforms’ of Zoom and Google Classroom. We are so fortunate that through this difficult time, our
school family has continued to remain so strong and supportive.
Mrs Gravett
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WPS has Talent
Warlingham Park School is full of talented children! With the aim of making people smile, the children put
their talents to use and turned into magicians, singers, artists, actors, animators, gymnastics and lots more.
They were fantastic entries from across the whole school. A huge thank you and well done for everyone
who entered.
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MUSIC & DRAMA UPDATE
Mr. Clark has kept Music and Drama activities going using zoom and has had a lot of laughs playing drama
games with all of the classes whether they have been in school or at home. Teachers, parents and siblings have
even been known to join in with games like ‘Buzzy Bees’ and ‘Sorry I’m Late’! Preschool and Nursery have also
kept in touch with Mr Clark with a weekly music and movement session. They have been singing, playing
instruments, dancing and even being gobbled up by ‘The Big Red Dragon’ in their living rooms!
The whole school has contributed to a ‘virtual choir’ video of the song ‘He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands’
with videos of children singing and doing different actions at home, to be played at the online Summer Service.
Classes 6 and 7 have been working extremely hard making a movie of ‘Peter Pan’ in place of their school play.
Children at home have sent in marvellous clips of them acting and telling the story, whilst children in school
have been filming in the forest. The dens in the forest have made the perfect set for our innovative film version
of the Disney classic.
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CARE AND CREATIVITY IN THE CURRICULUM
The children had done so very well with all the changes that
‘lockdown’ and the restrictions that followed. After the
structure of the school timetable that the staff continued to
provide, it was time for a slightly different focus and that it
where ‘Care and Creativity.’

Freddie’s Mindful Colouring
Creativity’ came into focus. The activities and earning that were
provided were very much centred on the children taking time to stop
and listen to themselves, to think about mindfulness and resilience and
how we can look after ourselves in times of difficulty or uncertainty.

Activities ranged from reflecting on feelings and recording talents and
accomplishments in ‘Wellbeing Wednesday, Thoughtful Thursday and
Fantastic Friday’, to ‘mindful’ colouring, mindfulness activities, creative
arts and space competitions. It is important in uncertain times like we
Liam’s Elephant made from
have experienced and are experiencing to stop, take stock and
recycled materials
acknowledge how we are feeling. The children responded very well to
the activities and this change of focus and as always we are very proud of what they have accomplished, but
more importantly, their positivity and perseverance.

We were delighted that Mrs Soyvural was also able to join us on Zoom and taught a gymnastics lesson to
the whole school. The children are really looking forward to her continuing to teach them PE in September.

Mrs Gravett
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