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19 March 2020 

Coronavirus update 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
In consultation with the Chair of Governors I have taken the decision to move to Remote Learning 
from Monday 23rd March for all pupils, except those children of frontline NHS, emergency services 
staff, vulnerable children and children of key workers. At Warlingham Park School, we are proud of 
the provision we are renowned for, and are relishing the opportunities for us to extend every child’s 
learning journey beyond their normal experience and are confident that the measures we have put in 
place will continue to deliver the same academic and personal outcomes for all our pupils, despite 
being faced with this difficult and uncertain situation. 
 
On Monday, our pupils will be accessing learning via their emails (which will be shared with parents 
before the end of this week) and online portals. They will also be using other resources which will be 
provided and taken home. These will vary between years. Please only use these as suggested by 
teachers during remote learning. All pupils have been shown how to access the online areas. 
Instructions on how pupils can access these will be sent home. Between now and Friday pupils should 
calmly start to take home resources and belongings, as directed by their teachers. 
 
I would like to suggest that this is a good moment to have family conversations about how life and 
learning might work in the event of isolation or confinement. Such circumstances are likely to bring 
some challenges and tensions, and it is always a good idea to talk these things through. 
 
Pupils’ school/nursery timetables will give an indication of the subjects that each pupil may be working 
on in any one day. However, children will not be expected to work rigidly according to their 
school/nursery timetables because teachers are likely to set work which covers a number of lessons. 
Staff will be available to answer emails from pupils and parents during the normal working day. We 
have every confidence that pupils will work productively and purposefully within a remote learning 
context and will continue to make excellent progress. That said, there is the need for flexibility on all 
sides in these challenging and unprecedented times and we accept that, if pupils or members of their 
family are unwell it may not be appropriate for them or parents to be prioritising school/nursery work. 
Pupils and parents should not be anxious about either completing or submitting tasks to teachers. 
 
Pupils in the School/nursery who are children of frontline NHS staff, social services, the emergency 
services and key workers as identified by the government, may continue to come to school/nursery 
from Monday 23rd March. They will complete remote learning work as set by teachers while being 
supervised. We hope that this measure will help medical professionals continue working. If you are a 
member of frontline NHS staff or the emergency services and would like to make use of this provision, 
please email the school/nursery office by Midday on Thursday 19th March. 
 
Pupils who are currently self-isolating should continue completing work that has been sent to them 
by teachers. However, please note that staff are unlikely to be able to provide these pupils with further 
bespoke learning plans or individual emails for the remainder of the week. This is because staff are 
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managing additional pressures as they are preparing for full remote learning from Monday 23rd 
March, while also continuing to teach full timetables and covering for increasing numbers of staff who 
are also self-isolating. We are grateful for your understanding on this matter. 
 
As you will be aware the government is now advocating more stringent and widespread measures to 
contain the Coronavirus.  The key messages within this guidance are that: 

 if you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of coronavirus, then all 
household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day 
period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill 

 if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus illness (COVID-19), however mild, stay 
at home for 7 days from when your symptoms started. 

Pupils who have a fever or a continuous cough are being sent home and asked to isolate for 14 days, 
along with their family. We understand that this is likely to present significant difficulties for families, 
but we are nevertheless required to follow government guidance. We would kindly ask that parents 
do collect their children and self-isolate when asked to do so. The guidance applies to everyone and 
the school/nursery is not able to make exceptions where self-isolation presents particular logistical 
difficulties for families. 
 
We have taken the decision to cancel after school/nursery activities for the remainder of the week in 
order that staff can focus on core teaching and learning and preparations for remote learning. Wrap 
around care will continue to operate until the end of the week. 
 
We will be in communication with you when and if the government releases further guidance. In the 
meantime, I continue to be grateful for your support of our community and wish you all the best in 
these difficult times. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

Matthew Burke 
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