Words from our Headteacher

October| Autumn Term 2019

We have seen a really successful start to the new school year and
it is hard to believe that we are already at half term – the weeks
seem to have flown by!

We have seen many new children join the Warlingham Park
‘family’; in Nursery, Pre School and Class 1 as well as in other
classes throughout the school. They have all settled in incredibly
well and it is so lovely to watch them flourish. Our new staff
members too have become invaluable members of the team and it
feels like they have been with us for much longer than half a term.

Mrs Sarah Buist
The children have again been involved in many exciting activities
and I am sure you will enjoy reading about them in this newsletter.

B.Ed (Hons)

I wish you all a wonderful and restful half term break and look
forward to welcoming you back ready for the exciting run-up to
Christmas.
This week the whole school were involved in Harvest
Festival. The food was donated to the Purley Food
Hub and the volunteers were overwhelmed with our
contribution and said a huge thank you to
Warlingham Park children and families.
The service was really well supported by parents and
families and the children contributed beautifully. A
lovely way to celebrate harvest.
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CLASS 1
We have had an exciting and busy half term in Class 1. Our topic was “All About Me”. We have learnt about
our families, the importance of friendship, favourite food, colours and things we like and don’t like to do. The
children have decorated cardboard boxes and brought in some artefacts for their little museums. We have
also invited the other classes for our ‘All About Me’ class exhibition, where the children had the opportunity
to demonstrate confidence, and good social and communication skills by talking about their museums and
answering questions.

Look at our fantastic portraits! The children have used mirrors to learn about the features of their faces,
such as the colour of their eyes, hair and the shape of their faces, nose, lips and eyes.
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We have been making beautiful pictures using natural objects at the
transient art table.

This is our little house in our classroom that
the children have painted.

In Maths we have learnt about counting different objects, ordering numbers and making patterns.

Class 1 going on a “bus trip” – Tickets Please! – says the ticket inspector.
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CLASS 3
Class 3 pupils have risen to the challenge of a new school year and everyone has enjoyed exploring new topics.
Lots of fun and learning was evident during science lessons. Inspired by the story of The Three Little Pigs they
worked in groups to test the strength of structures built from wood, straws and Lego. Even now there is a massive Lego building still under construction in the classroom! Another popular activity involved making silver foil
boats and loading them with counters, a lot was discovered about surface area, floating and (of course) sinking.

One of our topics has been India and this has led to making Indian themed carousels in Technology,
discussing the artwork and inspiration behind the art of Henri Rousseaux and writing their own stories
about the adventures of a tiger who didn’t want to be fierce. In their best writing, of course.
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FOREST SCHOOL

This term we started by learning about the
Forest School rules to keep everyone safe.
We have played games, begun learning how
to use tools safely, built dens, dug holes and
most importantly learnt about working as a
team.

The children made name badges and used the hand drill to make a
hole in the slice of wood. They wrote their name on one side and used
natural materials to make a print of the leaf on the other side.

They have also begun to learn how to tie a ‘clove hitch’. They used this
knot to make a witches broom using twigs and branches then secured
the twigs in place by wrapping the string around it. Some used their
brooms to sweep their dens and others decided to take it home for
Halloween.
This week the children used the hand drill and skewer to make a hole in a conker and thread though a string
ready for a conker tournament – the perfect end to a busy half term!
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CLASS 4
Class 4 have settled into their new classroom this term and have stepped up to the challenge of becoming Juniors
with lots of enthusiasm!
They are particularly excited about the prospect of going to Forest School each week. Their first lesson involved
learning the rules of the forest, after which they got straight to work to build their dens.

In our Science lessons we have been so busy! We have been learning about different types of rocks, their
features and how they are formed.
We learnt about the rock cycle by manipulating white and milk chocolate in different ways to make
Sedimentary, Metamorphic and Igneous rock.
After experimenting with the chocolate the children then got to do the best bit … they ate it!

We have been studying about the fossilisation process in Sedimentary and some Metamorphic rocks, and we
created our very own fossils imprints using real fossils, PlayDoh and Plaster of Paris.
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This half term in Science we also looked at
how geodes are formed and the children got
to break some open to see what
crystals had formed inside.

As part of our English story writing we have been studying the Roman
mythology of Romulus & Remus and how they founded the city of Rome.
We have also been learning to write list poems using such
inspirational pictures such as Vincent Van Gogh’s “The Starry Night”
painting.

The children were really excited to celebrate “European Languages” day with the rest of
the school on 26 Sept. Class 4 dressed up as French tourists, the character
Marcel Marceaus, and other outfits in the colours of the French flag, and they made a
gallant effort when taking part in the Eiffel Tower spaghetti and marshmallow building
competition.

During a Geography lesson the children spent an enjoyable afternoon at Warlingham Green and
became budding photographers as they walked around the Green snapping pictures of the different shops,
businesses and statues.

In ICT they then downloaded the photos and reconstructed a map of Warlingham Green using Microsoft
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PRE SCHOOL 1
Pre School 1 have had a busy start to the Autumn term learning through our topics of Nursery Rhymes. We
have been practising and developing our fine motor skills threading spider webs, to use as props for Little
Miss Muffet.
We have also been fishing with our fishing rods we made!

We used our creative skills to paint a pirate ship. Then using our imaginative skills to role play pirates in our ship.
We learnt about the force of the wind and experimented the concept of floating and sinking with our sailing
boats we made for our topic ‘Row, Row, Row your Boat’.
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PRE SCHOOL 2
This half term Pre School 2 visited Knights Garden Centre as part of their ‘growing topic’ and had great fun filling
in their treasure hunt sheets! Once they returned to school they planted the daffodil bulbs we had bought.

Both Pre School 1 and 2 had fun out in the sun enjoying their music lesson with Mr Clark and the parachutes.
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CLASS 7
Class 7 have settled in well back at school. They have taken on new responsibilities within the school and are
carrying these out excellently. We have had a busy half term starting the new units of work and
preparing for secondary school entrance exams.
In Science, Class 7 have become experts on ‘Earth and Space.’ They began the unit outdoors creating a model
to represent how far away the planets are away from the Sun and each other. They also developed their
artistic skills using pastels to shade in the planets and created a fact file for a chosen planet. Please come and
have a look at our work which is proudly presented on display.
Once becoming an expert on the planets, the children developed their knowledge on how the Moon, Sun and
Earth are linked. They loved using Oreo cookies to model the phases of the moon.
In History, Class 7 have learned about the fascinating Ancient Mayan Civilisation. They sketched and make
inferences about ancient artefacts and created an interactive PowerPoint comparing the Mayan to the
Roman Civilisation which they will be showing Class 4 shortly after half term.
In English, the children have been working extremely hard developing their reading comprehension and
writing skills. They were particularly interested in researching the impact key people have had on society
during Black History Month. Some of the significant people included: Rosa Parks, Nelson Mandela and
Michelle Obama.
In Maths, the children have been studying place value and the four operations this half term. Their
favourite lessons included a mathematical take on the game 4-in-a-row and creating a ‘friend’. Each
coloured cube represented a different amount and the children had to calculate its total.
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CLASS 5
Class 5 have settled in well and embraced new learning challenges with enthusiasm and energy this half term.
Classroom discussions have been lively, interesting and informed. Alongside academic work, the class are
learning to take on extra responsibilities – giving out and collecting in books, organising belongings and
homework, tidying the classroom and feeding the school fish daily.
Eshan and James have been attending School Council meetings on behalf of the class and
articulating their ideas at the weekly meetings.
In English, Class 5 have been studying myths and legends. After reading Theseus and the Minotaur, they were
actively engaged in writing character descriptions. The Class have learnt about informal letter writing and
imagined what Theseus might have written as a letter of apology when he left Ariadne on the island of Naxos.
The Class thoroughly enjoyed acting out the stories of the mythological creatures of Cyclops, Medusa and the
Hydra and will be creating Kenning poems for these creatures before half term.
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Ancient Greece has been our topic area in History. The Class have discovered about the special powers of the
Greek gods and goddesses and made inferences about Greek Society from
studying artefacts. This week, our studies have turned to Greek architecture and the three
column styles evident in Greek buildings. Inspired by the Parthenon, the temple to Athena, the Class have
drawn giant Doric and Ionic columns on wallpaper to create a massive Parthenon display in the centre of our
classroom.
In Geography, we have explored Europe through the study of maps to discover its major physical and human
features. We have created fact files about specific countries in Europe that we have either visited on holiday
or have wanted to find more about. More recently, we have examined the physical and human geography of
Greece to understand how its geography has impacted on the history of its nation.

Class 5 have a passion for Maths and Science and have
participated enthusiastically in all lessons. In Maths they
have explored the number system, counted and compared
numbers and identified the properties of 2D shapes. In
Science, the Class have learnt about skeletons - investigating types of skeletons in animals and learning about the
common and scientific names for the bones, joints and
muscles in the human body.
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CLASS 6
This half term Class 6 have been learning about materials and how to group and classify
materials in science. They have been comparing everyday materials and objects on the basis of their material
properties, including hardness, strength, flexibility and magnetic behaviour, and to relate these properties to
everyday uses of the materials. They have begun to learn about materials that are solid yet dissolve in water
to give solutions, as well as learning about those which do not. They are having a lot of practical experiences
and investigations to enhance their scientific knowledge.
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CLASS 2
It’s been a busy few weeks for class 2, adjusting to a fuller working timetable and new subjects. We have been
looking closely at “ What Happens In Autumn “, and the children have enjoyed going outside to observe the
weather and collect seasonal natural objects. In Art, they have used collage to express their ideas about
deciduous trees losing their leaves. They have now enthusiastically started to see what man-made materials
they can find in the classroom.

To celebrate Harvest time, we have been looking at Julia Donaldson’s book The Scarecrow’s Wedding, and have
created still life paintings of fruit in bowls. In D.T. our shoebox shops are well on the way to completion and the
class are learning the careful and accurate use of handsaws! The children have been fascinated by period
photographs ( in black and white ) of school life and the local area as it once was.
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NURSERY
Nursery have enjoyed learning about Autumn and also creating their bug books this half term.

INFANTS POLICE VISIT
The Infant classes were thrilled to meet PCSO Rachel Gridley and
her partner when they came to talk to the children about keeping
themselves safe. Every scenario had the children eager to join in
with their own contributions. One lucky person was chosen to
wear a police vest, it was very heavy! Then we listened to the
police radio, found out how to recognise a police uniform and
thought about how important it is to know your address.
Finally, and possibly the highlight of the visit. A chance to sit in a
Squad car with the lights flashing and the sirens wailing.
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LANGUAGES
Languages - French
Enthusiasm for language learning has taken on a new dimension this term following our whole school
celebration on European Languages Day of all things French.
Staff and children were invited to dress in French inspired clothing, either as a famous French person, place,
item of food or simply in the colours of the French flag. The was a definite buzz of excitement during the parade
that took place straight after assembly and the enthusiasm carried on for the rest of the day.
The Juniors took part in an Eiffel Tower team challenge in the morning – building the structure with marshmallows and spaghetti. The teams made a truly magnificent effort. However, some structures were designed slightly more successfully than others! Prizes were awarded to
Nathan, Arthur and Josh in Class 7 from the Upper Junior teams and Ethan, Eshan and Liam in Class 5 from the
Lower Junior teams. The Infants attempted a similar feat in the afternoon, using Lego as their building material.
Although no prizes were awarded for this event, credit must be given to Raihan in Class 3 who shared his Eiffel
Tower with the whole school in Assembly at the end of the week.
The whole school enjoyed a French café style lunch which served – Poulet/frites avec haricots verts et crêpes
aux fruits fraîches. Thanks go to Mrs Hills and Mrs Sonday for all their hard work in the kitchen and for decorating the tables so beautifully. Thanks too goes to Mr Clark for ensuring that French music accompanied our
meal. Next year he promises live music on his
accordion!
Other activities from the day included a colouring competition and a French quiz. The entrance for both were of
a very high standard and congratulations to all who entered. Amara in Class 3 was the winner of the colouring
competition and Rana in Class 6 of the French quiz. Congratulations to both.
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Latin

Class 6 have been getting to grips with Latin this term starting their introductory lessons learning how to introduce themselves and how sentences are structured grammatically so that they can begin to read and translate
stories and about Vindolanda, the Roman settlement near Hadrian’s Wall.
Class 7 Latin supports their grammar learning this term with the focus on command verbs,
pronouns and prepositions, as well as the study of Roman life.
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MUSIC & DRAMA
Mr Clark has been spending more time with classes 1 and 2 this term playing music and movement games as
well as practising songs for the Harvest Festival. Class 3 has made a brilliant start to their first instrument,
the recorder and has also been having a lot of fun in drama. Soon rehearsals will start for the infants'
Christmas play (dare we mention Christmas already!). Preschool has started the term dancing to Mr Clark's
accordion playing and is also starting to prepare for their Christmas play.
The junior choir is sounding better than ever and has learned some new repertoire for the Harvest Festival.
Class 4 has been learning songs and accompanying themselves with different instruments. Class 5 have
made their own exuberant arrangement of 'Dem Bones'. Class 6 have started keyboard lessons and Class 7
have been trying out different composing techniques in preparation for the upcoming carol competition.
The Young Voices website is now live and we are starting to prepare for our trip to the O2 to sing in the
massive Young Voices Choir. The concert will be on 22nd January 2020 and highlights of the repertoire are
the Queen Medley and the spooky 'Fright Fest' medley which includes the Monster Mash and Ghostbusters
Theme Tune!
To practise the songs at home go to http://www.youngvoices.co.uk/childrens-music-room and use the pass
code: YV2020

The Junior Choir performed some lovely songs at Open Morning.
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SPORTS REPORT
This half-term has proved a very interesting one.
Class 4 girls have started to learn all the fundamentals of netball. The girls in class 7 have been giving
advice and pointers on the game during break time. They have been passing on their knowledge and
carried out skill work in their own time. I would particularly like to thank Emma Moody (Captain) and Alice
Wood (Vice-Captain) for their enthusiasm and great organisation in motivating class 4 girls. I had to cancel
the game against Oakwood due to weather conditions but I shall follow up the game for class 4 girls next
term.
The boys have started football and had a fixture against Oakwood unfortunately we lost both games A &
B. However, I was impressed with Bradley Boot-Handford’s goal, Eshan Hunt’s effort and Alex Drury’s
tenacity during the game. Well done to you all.

Classes 2-7 have also started gymnastics and dance concentrating on poise, technique, spatial awareness
and strength we have some very promising gymnasts particularly in class 4.
On Friday 18th October we were invited to CHS (Croydon High School) for an afternoon of sport athletics
and cricket. The class 6 & 7 girls were very excited. I also set up a netball game at 12.30pm for half an
hour before the sports afternoon starts.
Next term I shall confirm the WPS Cross Country Championship date and we shall start training for next
year’s big event. I also shall be confirming more fixtures for classes 4-7 next term.

The girls enjoying netball at the Croydon High sports afternoon
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